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1. Introduction 

1.1  Background 

Interconnexion France-Angleterre (IFA) and Interconnexion France-Angleterre 2 
(IFA2) are joint ventures between the French Transmission Operator, RTE and National 
Grid. Together, operating high voltage direct current (HVDC) subsea electricity links 
between Great Britain (GB) and France. IFA was commissioned in 1986 and has the 
capability to offer 2000MW. IFA2 was commissioned in 2020 and has the capability to 
offer 1000MW. 

IFA & IFA2 are governed by the Access Rules and the Charging Methodology, these can 
be found on the IFA website.  

1.2  Products 

Capacity is offered for sale to registered users, separately in the direction Great Britain 
to France and France to Great Britain. The capacity we offer falls into the following 
products: 

• Annual 

• Seasonal 

• Quarterly 

• Monthly 

• Weekend 

• Daily (Day Ahead) 

• Intraday 

Further information on these products can be found on the IFA website. 

1.3  Purpose 

The purpose of this guide is to set out the registration process for customers who wish to 
trade on IFA & IFA2. You will see several parties detailed that are all involved in this 
process including other National Grid businesses, however, business separation applies 
between National Grid Interconnectors Limited and the other National Grid businesses.  
The Customer Portfolio team will be your main point of contact throughout the registration 
process.   

2. The Registration Process 

There are two processes to choose from depending upon whether you wish to buy 
capacity only (non – nominating) or buy and nominate capacity (nominating). The table 
below identifies the steps to be completed. These will be covered in further detail in this 
document.  

http://www.rte-france.com/
http://nationalgrid.com/
http://nationalgrid.com/
http://ifa1interconnector.com/notices/ifa-ifa2-access-rules/
https://ifa1interconnector.com/trade-with-us/products-we-offer/
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Interface 
with 

Steps Non- 
Nominating 

Nominating 

JAO 1. Complete Registration with the Joint 
Allocation Office (JAO)   

IFA & 
IFA2 

2. Complete Registration with the Regional 
Nomination Platform (RNP) 

N/A  

 

Elexon 
& 
NGESO 

3. Register with Elexon N/A  

4. Register with National Grid Electricity 
System Operator (NGESO) 

N/A  

5. Register Balancing & Mechanism Units 
(BMUs) for IFA with NGESO and Elexon 

N/A  

RTE 

6. Register as Balancing Responsible 
Party (BRP) with RTE 

N/A  

7. Adhere to the Import-Export Rules by 
signing an Import-Export Participation 
Agreement with RTE 

N/A  
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2.1  Complete Registration with the Joint Allocation Office (JAO) 

For Existing JAO customers  

In order to bid for capacity on IFA & IFA2’s auctions, customers are required to register 
with JAO to gain access to the Allocation Tool (eCAT). Please note that if you are already 
registered with JAO, you will only need to sign an amendment. Please contact JAO to 
start this process.  

Email: contact@jao.eu  

Phone: +352 27 62 38 01 

For new JAO Customers 

If you are not already on JAO then you will be required to sign a Participant Agreement 
with JAO in order to participate in IFA & IFA2 auctions. You will also need to complete 
the following steps:  

• Collateral 
Complete the collateral process with JAO.  

 
• Access to the Allocation Tool (eCAT) 

Once registered with JAO, you will have access to eCAT and can participate in 
IFA & IFA2 long term and intraday auctions. The auction schedule is available 
on the IFA website.  

Further information 

Please refer to the JAO website for documents and further detail on the registration 
process. Please click on Registration from the menu on the left- hand side of the 
webpage.  

 

2.2  Complete Registration with the Regional Nomination Platform (RNP) 

This step needs to be completed by customers who wish to nominate their capacity.  

Participation Agreement 

Please contact the Customer Portfolio team (ifa.customerenquiries@nationalgrid.com) to 
register your interest to nominate your capacity on IFA & IFA2. You will then be sent the 
RNP Participation Agreement. RNP is the platform where you will be able to nominate the 
capacity bought on JAO. The agreement will then be countersigned by National Grid 
Interconnectors and RTE and you will receive a copy once a go live date has been agreed. 
By completing the Participation Agreement, you will registered to nominate capacity for 
both IFA & IFA2.  

mailto:contact@jao.eu
http://ifa1interconnector.com/auctions/
https://www.jao.eu/support/resourcecenter/overview
mailto:ifa.customerenquiries@nationalgrid.com
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Access to RNP 

You will receive a user access form to complete, this form will need to be returned to the 
RNP Helpdesk (rnp.helpdesk@unicorn.com). The RNP will then provide you with access 
to the test environment. This will move to the live environment on your go live date.  

Training 

As part of your registration you will receive a user guide for RNP. If you require further 
training, please contact the RNP Helpdesk (rnp.helpdesk@unicorn.com)  

 

2.3  Register with Elexon 

Please refer to the Elexon website which will take you through the necessary steps 
required to register as an Interconnector User.   

 

2.4  Register with National Grid Electricity System Operator (NGESO) 

As an Interconnector User, you are deemed to be using the National Electricity 
Transmission System (NETS) due to the onward transmission from the interconnector to 
the NETS, therefore Interconnector Users should sign a bilateral agreement (Use of 
System Offer) to use the system and accede to the Connection and Use of System Code 
(CUSC). Admission as a CUSC Party is a requirement to ensure compliance with Grid 
Code obligations. 

To commence the process, you will need to complete and submit Use of System 

Application (Exhibit F of the CUSC) which can be found on the NGESO website.  

Guidance on the process, including costs and timescales, is also available on the 

NGESO website.   

Contact: Transmissionconnections@nationalgrid.com  

 

2.5  Register Balancing & Mechanism Units (BMUs) for IFA with NGESO and 
Elexon 

BM Units are the units used to represent all energy export and import in Settlement. There 
are specific BM Units assigned to each Party and we sum up their volumes and contracts, 
for each Party, when we carry out the Settlement calculations.  

mailto:rnp.helpdesk@unicorn.com
mailto:rnp.helpdesk@unicorn.com
https://www.elexon.co.uk/reference/market-entry/market-entry-flow-diagram-interconnector-user/
https://www.nationalgrideso.com/industry-information/connections/use-system-uos-and-virtual-lead-party-vlp
https://www.nationalgrideso.com/industry-information/connections/use-system-uos-and-virtual-lead-party-vlp
mailto:Transmissionconnections@nationalgrid.com
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If you wish to nominate your capacity on IFA & IFA2, you are required to register two 
Interconnector BM Units for each interconnector for your production and consumption 
accounts relating to your physical flows.  

 

Application form 

As an Interconnector Use Lead Party, you will firstly need to complete National Grid BM 
Unit Registration (contact BMU.registration@nationalgrid.com) before you complete the 
BSCP15/4.1 BM Unit registration. This is because National Grid will provide you with the 
National Grid Interconnector BM Unit ID and agree the Effective From Date, both of which 
you should then include on your BSCP15/4.1 form. In addition, the BM Unit ID in column 
1 of the BSCP15/4.1 form is based on these ID’s, by adding an I_ in front, e.g. I_IFD-
xxxx1 & I_IFG-xxxx1.  

You can then register a pair of Interconnector BM Units by completing a BSCP15/4.1 form 
“Registration of a BM Unit for a CVA Metering System” Form, by 30 working days prior to 
the Effective From Date, or as agreed with National Grid, to bm.unit@elexon.co.uk and 
neta@imserv.com. The Interconnector ID is also required on the BSCP15/4.1 Form. 

 

2.6  Register as Balancing Responsible Party (BRP) with RTE 

You will be required to register with RTE as a Balancing Responsible Party which involves 
completing and signing an agreement. Please contact RTE (marketservices@rte-
france.com) to start this process. If you already have a BRP with RTE on another border, 
there is a fast track process available, please mention this when you contact the team.  

 

2.7  Sign an Import-Export Participation Agreement with RTE 

In addition to the BRP contract, you will be required to sign an Import-Export Participation 
Agreement with RTE. Please contact RTE (marketservices@rte-france.com) to start this 
process. 

  

mailto:BMU.registration@nationalgrid.com
https://www.elexon.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/BSCP15_v26.0_forms.docx
mailto:bm.unit@elexon.co.uk
mailto:neta@imserv.com
mailto:marketservices@rte-france.com
mailto:marketservices@rte-france.com
mailto:marketservices@rte-france.com
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3. Communication and Support 

Throughout the registration process, the Customer Portfolio team will be your first point 
of contact for support:  

Name Title Email Phone 

Michael 
Denny 

Customer 
Portfolio 
Manager 

michael.denny@nationalgrid.com +44 (0)7774 436 271 

Sarah 
Jukes 

Customer 
Account 
Analyst 

sarah.jukes@nationalgrid.com +44 (0)7966 333 400 

Shawal 
Chaggar 

Customer 
Analyst 

shawal.chaggar@nationalgrid.com  +44 (0) 7974246088 

Helen 
Hoang 

Customer 
Analyst  

helen.hoang@nationalgrid.com  +44 (0) 7929664755 

Team 
Mailbox 

- ifa.customerenquiries@nationalgrid.com  - 

 

mailto:michael.denny@nationalgrid.com
mailto:sarah.jukes@nationalgrid.com
mailto:shawal.chaggar@nationalgrid.com
mailto:helen.hoang@nationalgrid.com
mailto:ifa.customerenquiries@nationalgrid.com

